
Timeline cards · dates hidden ·
Lesson 1

Print and cut along the dashed
lines

A Statute of Anne
The Statute of Anne, the world's first
copyright law, gives rights to authors.

Date: ____________

B Plagiarius
The Roman poet Martial calls a copier
a plagiarius, Latin for kidnapper.

Date: ____________

C The DOI
The DOI system begins, giving every
online article a permanent link.

Date: ____________

D Plagiary
Playwright Ben Jonson brings the word
plagiary into English, meaning literary
theft.

Date: ____________

E The Pinakes
Callimachus writes the Pinakes at the
Library of Alexandria, a 120-book list of
Greek writers and their works.

Date: ____________

F Author and year
Harvard zoologist Edward Laurens Mark
uses author and year in brackets, the
start of the "Harvard" style.

Date: ____________

G AI references
Studies find AI chatbots invent between
11% and 57% of the references they give.

Date: ____________

H Glosses
Scribes write small notes, called
glosses, around the main text of
manuscripts.

Date: ____________

J Shared rules
The Chicago Manual of Style (1906) and
the first APA guidelines (1929) set
shared rules.

Date: ____________

K The footnote
Pierre Bayle's dictionary begins the
modern footnote, used to show proof.

Date: ____________
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Timeline cards · dates shown · answer set In order, oldest first

1 Around 250 BCE

The Pinakes
Callimachus writes the Pinakes at the
Library of Alexandria, a 120-book list of
Greek writers and their works.

Conversation

2 1st century CE

Plagiarius
The Roman poet Martial calls a copier
a plagiarius, Latin for kidnapper.

Credit

3 Medieval period

Glosses
Scribes write small notes, called
glosses, around the main text of
manuscripts.

Checking

4 1601

Plagiary
Playwright Ben Jonson brings the word
plagiary into English, meaning literary
theft.

Credit

5 1697

The footnote
Pierre Bayle's dictionary begins the
modern footnote, used to show proof.

Checking

6 1710

Statute of Anne
The Statute of Anne, the world's first
copyright law, gives rights to authors.

Credit

7 1881

Author and year
Harvard zoologist Edward Laurens Mark
uses author and year in brackets, the
start of the "Harvard" style.

Conversation

8 1906 and 1929

Shared rules
The Chicago Manual of Style (1906) and
the first APA guidelines (1929) set
shared rules.

Conversation

9 2000

The DOI
The DOI system begins, giving every
online article a permanent link.

Checking

10 2026

AI references
Studies find AI chatbots invent between
11% and 57% of the references they give.

Checking
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Timeline cards · Bronze · 6 cards with century hints

A Statute of Anne

The Statute of Anne, the world's
first copyright law, gives rights to
authors.

Hint: 18th century

B The DOI

The DOI system begins, giving
every online article a permanent
link.

Hint: 21st century

C AI references

Studies find AI chatbots invent
between 11% and 57% of the
references they give.

Hint: 21st century

D The Pinakes

Callimachus writes the Pinakes at
the Library of Alexandria, a 120-
book list of Greek writers and
their works.

Hint: 3rd century BCE

E Author and year

Harvard zoologist Edward Laurens
Mark uses author and year in
brackets, the start of the
"Harvard" style.

Hint: 19th century

F Plagiarius

The Roman poet Martial calls a
copier a plagiarius, Latin for
kidnapper.

Hint: 1st century CE
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Lesson 1 · Spot the claim Bronze

Spot the claim
Name Date

Highlight the 4 claims in the paragraph. Use the key below.

? Yellow: needs evidence A fact or number that needs a source

" Pink: quote, needs marks Someone's exact words

✓ Green: common knowledge Most people know it, no source needed

Libraries are places where people can borrow books. Around 3,000
public libraries are open in the UK today. One librarian said libraries
are "the living room of the town". Reading for fun can help children
learn new words.

Practice text: not from a real publication. No highlighters? Underline and write Y, P
or G above each claim.

Which claim would you most want to check, and why?
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Lesson 1 · Spot the claim Silver

Spot the claim
Name Date

Highlight the 7 claims in the paragraph. Use the key below.

? Yellow: needs evidence A fact or number that needs a source

" Pink: quote, needs marks Someone's exact words

✓ Green: common knowledge Most people know it, no source needed

Most students sit exams at the end of a course. Revising in short
bursts works better than one long session. One teacher said revision
is "like training for a race, not a sprint". Around 40% of students
say they feel stressed before exams. Sleep helps the brain store
what you learned that day. Water boils at 100°C at sea level. A
2021 survey found that phone use before bed cuts sleep by about 30
minutes.

Practice text: not from a real publication. No highlighters? Underline and write Y, P
or G above each claim.

Which claim would you most want to check, and why?
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Lesson 1 · Spot the claim Gold

Spot the claim
Name Date

Highlight every claim. Then, for each yellow claim, suggest the type of source
that would back it up.

? Yellow: needs evidence A fact or number that needs a source

" Pink: quote, needs marks Someone's exact words

✓ Green: common knowledge Most people know it, no source needed

Most students sit exams at the end of a course. Revising in short
bursts works better than one long session. One teacher said revision
is "like training for a race, not a sprint". Around 40% of students
say they feel stressed before exams. Sleep helps the brain store
what you learned that day. Water boils at 100°C at sea level. A
2021 survey found that phone use before bed cuts sleep by about 30
minutes.

Practice text: not from a real publication. No highlighters? Underline and write Y, P
or G above each claim.

For each yellow claim, what type of source would you look for?
1

2

3

4
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Lesson 1 exit ticket

Name

1. What did the Latin word plagiarius
mean?

2. Give one reason we reference, with
an example from the timeline.

3. Write one question you have about
how to reference.
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